
 
 

 

HQ U.S. Army Installation Management Agency, 
Europe Region 
 

     

 
 

April 1, 2005 

NEW RULES FOR DRIVING IN GERMANY 

HEIDELBERG, GE -- The rules for registering and driving private vehicles in Germany were 
updated on March 9. “The changes make life easier for Americans driving in Germany without 
skimping on safety,” said Tom Lorenzini, registrar at the U.S. Forces Vehicle Registry in 
Mannheim, Germany.  He added that the seven main changes affecting U.S. privately owned 
vehicle (POV) owners in Germany are: 
 

1. POVs less than six years old will be inspected and registered every two years in line with 
German procedures instead of annually. POVs seven years or older will still be inspected 
and registered annually. 

 
2. The five-day temporary plate periods were changed to a single 30-day period eliminating 

additional trips to the registration office for registration extensions to fix minor repairs. 
 

3. Army ASG and appropriate USAFE commanders may issue a temporary driver’s license 
to incoming personnel for the first 30 days to facilitate in-processing.  This eliminates the 
need for a separate letter by the ASG commander and provides a standard temporary 
driver’s license already recognized by German authorities. 

 
4. Successful completion of the Motorcycle Safety Foundation course is required before a 

motorcycle license can be issued. 
 

5. The driver testing procedures were changed by combining the international road sign test 
and the written test into one 100-question test (25 international road signs and 75 written 
questions). 
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6. The driver study manual (AE Pamphlet 190-34) was rewritten to provide the study 
material in a way that corresponds to the new “Driving in Germany” video to reinforce 
training and evaluation procedures. 

 
7. Breath/blood equivalency conversions were added so commanders and service police 

personnel can easily understand the differences between German and U.S. breath testing 
machine results. 

 
USAREUR Regulation 190-1, USNAVEUR Instruction 11240.6P or USAFE Instruction 31-202, 
Registering and Operating Privately Owned Motor Vehicles in Germany, prescribes policy and 
procedures for licensing POV drivers and registering POVs in Germany under the 
Supplementary Agreement to the NATO Status of Forces Agreement. Members of the U.S. 
Forces (Army, Air Force and Navy) and the civilian component (including family members) who 
are assigned or employed in Germany and who are authorized a U.S. Forces Certificate of 
License and POV registration privileges are covered by this regulation. 
 

-30- 
 

The U.S. Army Installation Management Agency, Europe (IMA-E) is one of seven regional 
offices created Oct. 1, 2002, as part of an Army-wide initiative to focus management of Army 
installations around the world under one organization.  IMA-E is responsible for all facets of 
support for U.S. Army Soldiers and families in Europe from drivers licenses to child care to 
force protection.  As the landlord for all U.S. Army facilities in Europe, IMA-E is responsible for 
infrastructure and continuing the Army's strong commitment to environmental protection.  Its 
higher headquarters is located in Arlington, Va.  

 


